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EUR THE UNIVERSALIEST MAGAZINE, 


On Future Punishment: 


REMARKS ON AN EXTRACT FROM THE ** CHRISTIAN 


DISCIPLE.”’ 


The writer of this has lately run,ovet tke number of 


the va Disciple tor March and April, 1819, in 
which a 
in busied to the doctrine of punishment in the next 
state of bein We presume that this work now has 
ihe same editor which it had in 1619; and we have, 
therefore, a claim upon his attention to this commupni- 


i ?,. 
eo 
lito 


cation—Or if the work should have another Editor, he, 
we hope, will feel himself responsibie and willing to 


id the doctrines which have been advocated in its 


uu 


defe 


former numbers. 


That we may do our Unitarian friends full justice, ; 


ind that our readers may have an opportunity of judg- 
ing of the merits of their arguments, we quote the 


e to be found, on pp. 92, 93, three paragraphs | 


fairly be adduced in its support, and pious industry 
wonld find it difficult to collect the passages, which 
without a figure, by various and energetic expressions, 
peremptorily and unequivocally assert the contfary.— 

The glorious doctrine of the immortality of the soul is 
scarcely more frequently or more clearly exhibited.— 
And we cannot but wonder and lament that any should 
so far pervert the oracles of God, as to persuade men 
to believe, that there is no punishment hereafter; an 
| error, we repeat, most dangerous to the interests of so- 





ciety ; for it breaks down ‘the barriers of conscience, 
| apd removes those salutary restraints, without which, 
neither virtue, nor reputation, nor property are 
secure.” 

The reader will observe in the first paragraph, that 
the Unitarian says, the doctrine of rewards and pun- 
ishments in the next state for our actions in this life, 
is **forced upon the mind by every just view of the 
character and government of God, aud by the survey 
of his unequal providence in the world, as seen in the 
| frequent suffering of the good, and the apparent pros- 
|perity of the wicked.” How it is inconsistent with 











whole of the three paragraphs to which we have al the character or governmeut of God to punish and.re- 
dad shares | ward mankind adequatel:, in this life, for their actions 
i ate . 5 i } . 3 5} ~ , : M4 
. cs .cre, remains yet to be explained ; and this explana- 
‘“ With regard to the first error, to which we have | : I ; bl eves of a; * p : 

. . ’ > 5A ' - 
eference, it might be sufficient to urge, that the doc- tion we now humbly request of the editor of the Chris 
trine of future punishments as well as of rewards, of| tian Disciple, thinking it his duty to give it to us. We 
misery to the wicked as well as oi Lappiness to the} cannot see that the providence of God is so very “ un- 

_ ° { ’ Ss 2 *} . . . 
1, is foreed upon the mind Oy every ies t i W Of equal” as it is represented, Jehovah said to the Jews, 

the character and ge it of God, and by the sur- 

he character and government of G Lb) ._ | Ye say that the way of.the Lord is not equal. Hear 
vey of his auequal providence in the world, as seen in|} | , , 
the frequent suffering of the good and in the apparent jnow, O house of Israel, Is not.ny way equal ? are not 
rrosperity of the wicked. Sluch indeed may be urged, | your ways unequal 2”? Here we have the positive tes- 
aud justly, of the present sufferings of sin; of the peugs timony of God that his ways are not unequal. This 

© ‘ a Zz. sf i . — . e 

of couscience, of the degrad: if on ae a mpt, and | we trust is sufficient to shew thatthe editor of the Dis- 
other tempore isadyantazes, to which it euljects : ‘ " 

: —/ ral d —s? — ; wee ” | ciple labors under erroneous views: of the providence 
men. iu mn may be urged, and justly, of the influ-| 


ence of conscious guilt in spoiling xr our best enjoyments ; 
spreading a dark cloud over every object, and taking | 
from the 

ures. ‘i 


sf) 
eta 


ho will question, that in a most important 


se 


cure? but this is far from reaching ihe extent of their 
demerits. Upbraiding conscience is silenced by the 
clamor of passion, and hardened by the habit of trans- 
gres nm. 

not reflect, 
compunction. It belongs to their unhappy character, 
that they proceed from worse to worse, and soon learn 
to give themselves up to commit all iniquity with gree- 
diness. ‘he sentin ie nt therefore, that their sin is ade- 
quately punished by its own miserable reflections in the 
present world, sup poses a tenderness of conscience, an 
acuteness of moral sen*tbil ity, which the sinner does 


Si 


nol possess ; a kind of punishment, of which habitual | 


transgression has rendered him utterly unsusceptible. 
“It may still further be urged against this senti- 
ment, that it involve very partial and inadequate 
view of the inoial government of God; that it makes 
very slight distinction between the virtuous and the 
wicked, while it leaves vice without its most solemn | 


and effectual resiraiut 


toa punishment that is to terminate with the prevent 


life, the same reflections, which we employ for our con- 
solations under the afflictions of the world? Poignant | 
as they are, they cannot be of great importance in 
themselves, for they cannot contiuue long. We are! 
accustomed to say to suflering virtue; ‘ only be pa- 
tient for a season, and death cha! bring thee thy 
crown.’ And with the same justice might the sinner 


guilt 3 


den 


sustain himself under the pr reaupre of g *my pui- 
ishment will ene with life, aud after : 1 sb all find 
the salvation of my sou 1, aud share in iad inheritance 


of heaven, as though I had never sinned.’ 


"We will not atte mpt to urge all the arguments 
which may be offered against this opinion,—we only 
ad favs ‘ : 
acd furthes. -itus absolutely op posed to the whoie 


tenor of script; , f herc is hot @ sim ale text. that Cail 


- 


sinner the comfort of even his innocent pleas- | 


, ‘there is no peace to the wi icked”’—no pleas- | 
ure, tn What fraud, or violence, or liypocrisy may pro- | 


Phe vast proportion of habitual sinners do | 
and therefore do not suffer the pangs of| 


For what forbids our applying | 


of God. Mle speaks of ‘the frequent suffering of the 
good,’ and ‘* the apparent prosperity of the wicked.” 
If the good do not suffer for their good actions, is this 
any argument that they are not punished for their bad 
ones? and if the wicked do not prosper in wickedness, 
is their prosperity evidence that they are not reward- 
ed for their goodness? But we are disposed to dispute 
, that the good suffer, and the wicked prosper. We 
know of none, the Bible teaches there are none per- 
fecily good, or totally wicked. A good man may be 
punished, but t it cannot. be for his good decds, it must 
be for his wickedness; and a bad man may be in a de- 
“gree prosperous, net because he is wicked however, 
but because he has been in a degree good.. Weare 
_too prone to overlook our own faults, and magnify those 
| of our neighbors. Pride induces.us to ascribe our suf- 
ferings to any thing besides our personal wickedness, 
; and keeps us continually clamering about the ‘+ une- 
,gual providence” of God. The pious, humble mind 
pao be diverted from its laudable. pursuits by pro- 
| mises of happiness in the ways of sin, and this proves, 
, whatever views men way entertain, that virtue has a 
present, constant and suflicient reward, 

The editor of the Disciple thinks, that although, * in 
a most a cialgye sense, ‘ there is no peace to the 
w icked,’ ” yet ** this is far from reaching 


their demerits. Upbraiding conscience is silenced by 
the clamor cf passion, aid hardened by the habit of 
trai: liow will the editor then, account for 
‘the punishment of sin ? 
not punished sufliciently here because their consciences 
‘are hardened by the habit of transgression, He be- 
in the habit of transgression in the 
next world, which habit will be more confirmed, more 
this. live yet he 
ntly punished there. 


‘ais’ 


zression.”’ 
tie believes that sianers are 


jlieves men will be i 


‘lasting than evil habits in are, and 


|thinks men can be su‘icic lie 


* the extent of 
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can surmount a much greater obstacle to prove the 
doctrine of future punishment, than that which he 
says prevents him from believing that men are sufli- 
ciently recompensed in this life. 

He thinks that this sentiment, “‘ involvesa very par- 
tial and inadequate view. of the moral government of 
God ; that it makes a very slight distinction between 
the virtuous and the wicked, while it leaves vice with- 
out its most solemn and effectual restraint.” How the 
sentiment that men are adequately and impartially re- 
compensed in this life for their conduct “ involves a 
very partial and inadequate view of the moral govern- 
ment of God,”’ remains yet to be seen by us ; and how 
‘** it makes a very slight distinction between the virtu- 
ous and the wicked,” is to us unaccountable. The 
honest man lives in the enjoyment of domestic anid so- 
cial happiness, surrounded by the blessings of heaven ; 
the dishonest man is confined in prison, shut out from 
society. Is this “a very slight distinction?” . The 
virtues ofthe President of the United States raised him 
to his present high and. honorable office: the’vices of 
many a criminal have led him to the gallows, with a 
halter around his neck. Is this ‘“* a very slight dis- 
tinction: And how this sentiment ‘* leayes vice 
without its most solemn and effectual restraint,” we 
cannot see. According to this, a hell.in the-foture 
world is ‘* the most solemn and effectual réstraint”’ 
upon vice. It is perfectly reasonable to:suppose that 
the most effectual restraint upon. vice has made. the 
most people virtuous; and consequently, if the editor: 
of the Christian Disciple be correct, am imaginary ‘lel. 
in the future world has made the majority of the whole 
world good people. Low will this gentleman be pleas+ 
ed to have this said of him? Does this restraint 
prevent him from being vicious ? Would he not 
love God, nor the adorable character..of Jesus Christ, 
nor society, nor the companion of his bosom, nor his 
children, were he not terrified, and effectually re- 
strained from the contrary by the fear of a punishment 
in the future. world ? 

He says, *‘ We are accustomed to say to suffering 
virtue; ‘only be patient for a season, and death shall, 
bring thee thy crown,’ And with the same justice 
might the sinner*sustaia himself under the pressure 
of guilt; ‘ my punishment will end with this life, aud 
after death I shall find the salvation of my soul,and 
share in the mheritance of heaven, as though | had 
never sinned.” ‘The editor seems to have been, fear- 
ful that the smuer would not use thisargument; so he 
has framed it and placed lips. Dut very 

wicked people are generally regardless of the scrip- 
tures, and seldom kiow enough about the gospel to be 
blessed with the glorious hope of a resurrection from 
the dead. But what docs this argument imply.? « Ams. 
That those who have si:.ued will share in the inheri- 
tance of heaven after death. Does the editor of the 
Christian Disciple object to titis? Noa 
sinned, Lot sinned, David sinned. and so did Paul, end 
Peter, aad Parnabas, Will 1 these share 
the inheritance of heaven aller death?» Phe to. 
exercise of charity wall to believe thr: 
the editor of the. Christian Disciple never sinnedi— 
Will not he share in the inheritance. of heavea-alter 
death ? 
ed to speak in the third person; we seem to forget that» 
we ourselves eur O! that men, when 
‘ooking around the world after a sinner whom they 
any shut out of heaven. would remember the words of 
the Pp! ‘ad igi al, % J hare sinned.” They would then 


it on bia 


Moses sinnes 3, 


tither , ve 


es’ 


not peril wu. 


We are tno prone when we speak of the wick- 


have vices. 














humbly & penitently suy, not that ‘“‘my punishment will 
end with life,’ &c. but if there be mercy in heaven for 
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| joyment of health, for the affection of friends, for ar 
| exemption from adversity, for a comfortable share of 


; " : - i 1 se- 
sinners, there is mercy there for me. But the most} the bounties of providence, for long life, and for ase 


wicked of us can aiways, as we think, sce some one 


rene and tranquil oldage. It is natural for the goo? 


wickeder than we are ourselves, and on him, in our) man to hope to be useful ; to have his lot so arranged 


‘udgment, the vengeance of heaven must fall. 


by providence, that he may be instrumental in doing 


The editor of the Christian Disciple says, that the | the greatest good to his fellow men ; to see virtue and 


sentiment he opposes in the extract we have made, ‘‘is 
absolutely opposed to the whole tenor of scripture.” 
‘¢ The glorious doctrine of the immortality of the soul 
is scarcely more frequenlty or more clearly exhibited,” 
he thinks, than the doctride of punishment in the fu- 
ture state. Now at this we are surprized. We never, 
after the most critical search, have been able to find 
one passage that alludesto it. Will he shew us where 
God threatened it upon Adam, when he denounced 
upon him the punishment of his sin? or will he shew 
us where it has been threatened on any one else ?— 
God said nothing about it to Cain, who was a murder- 
er and a liar ; he said nothing about it tothe antedi- 
luvians, nor in the Jewish law, nor to Korah, nor to 
Pharaoh ; and we’ cannot find that Jesus said one 
word about it to Judas, or any one else. The apostles 
never preached it, although Peter at one time knew 
that Annanias and Saphira were about to die. Why 
did he not warn them of it? Will the editor of the 
Christian Disciple refer us to those passages of scrip- 
ture which he thinks allude to punishment in the next 
state ? and will he tell us why he thinks they allnde 
to it? Weshould be happy to know his reasons for 
believing it. He says the doctrine of immortality is 
not more clearly exhibited. Paul says that ‘ life and 
immortality are brought to light.”” Will he refer us to 
the passage of scripture in which we are informed that 
a future state of torment is brought tolight? We con- 
sider it his imperious duty to attend to this request.— 
We will pay every possible attention to him. His com- 
munications, if not unreasonably lengthy, or uncharit- 
able, will be inserted in the Magazine, that all its rea- 
ders may know the strength of the arguments on which 
our opposers rely. We make this request sincerely, 
with a hope that the editor of the Christian Disciple 


willact as becomes the gentleman and the christian. 
RICHARDS. 
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From the Unitarian Miscellany. 





Fallaciousness of Human Hopes. 


The world in which we live is a perpetual scene of 
ehange. Asa bright morning is often succeeded by a 
dark and tempestuous day, so the most promising 
worldly prospects are liable to be suddenly clouded by 
the gloom and cheerlessness of affliction. But notwith- 
standing this truth is attested by the voice of univer- 
sal experience, we still form our purposes and lay our 
plans with as much confidence, as if the calamities of 
life could never reach us. Whenwe are young, we 
look forward to the period of manhood, and form a mul- 
titude of plans for more advanced life, without hardly 
dreaming that they may never be realized. The man 
who has advanced to mature life, and even the grey- 
headed veteran, whose life is near its end, practises 
the same delusion. But every thing teaches us how 
visionary are human expectations. This truth is pro- 
claimed from a thousand scenes of worldly disappoint- 
ments, from the bed of disease, and the lips of the dy- 
ing, and is inscribed in legible, gloomy characters over 
the gates of the grave. 

The hopes which men form with respect to the pres- 
ent life, are various, and often very sanguine. Some 
of them relate to those things, which are in themselves 
desirable, while others pertain to ob;ects and purposes, 
which are sinful and dangerous. Some of them are 
altogether unreasonable in themselves, and are con- 
tradicted by universal experience, while others seem 
to be warranted in some degree, by the order of provi- 
dence. It is natardi that we should hope for the en- 


| piety flourishing around him, and the church growing 
/in numbers and purity. But how often are all these 
, hopes suddenly, and, to the eye of man, prematurely 
\blasted. How often are the hopes of the robust and 
vigorous man destroyed by sickness ; the hopes of the 
man, whose heart is set upon the world, destroyed by 
the sudden or gradual inroads of poverty ; the hopes of 
the man, who was surrounded by a family whom he 
loved, destroyed by death ; the hopes of the christian, 
whose affections are all given to the service of his God, 
destroyed by the general prevalence of vice and irre- 
ligion. And these hopes are often blighted suddenly, 
and with little premonition. The brightest sun_ of 
worldly prosperity that ever shone, may, in one sad 
hour, disappear from our view, and with respect to us, 
may hide itself forever amidst the clouds and tempests 
of affliction. 

We have seen the young man of promise coming for- 
ward into life, under circumstances peculiarly auspi- 
cious. He is blest with an ingenuous temper, with an 
active mind, and a benevolent heart. His friends and 
the community look forward to the day when he will 
be actively engaged in doing good, and will be hailed 
as the ornament and pride of some useful profession.— 
But before he has commenced his career, and while 
the cyes of all are fixed upon him in anxious expecta- 
tion, he sickens and dies. His own bright hopes are 
blasted ; his friends and the public mingle their tears 
at the common loss. Had he lived, they are ready to 
say, he might have reformed the disorders of the state, 
or he might have converted many souls to righteous- 
ness, or he might have shed a benign and salutary in- 
fluence through every department of society, which his 
example or exertions could reach. 

Or it may be, that this young man, Whose opening 
prospects appeared so bright, has fallen into habits of 


-vice. He may have formed some unhappy connexions, 


or been placed in circumstances of peculiar temptation ; 


ucation, and gradually become a scourge to the socie- 
ty in which he moves. Instead of realizing the hopes 
which we had formed, and of seeing the world benefit- 
ted by his example and influence, we shrink from his 
company, and guard our children from it, as we would 
from a deadly contagion. How many hopes were cen- 
tered in this promising youth, and how many hearts 
bleed on account of his miserable end. 

You are a husband, or a wife, and have set out in 
the ‘world with the fairest prospects of domestic enjoy- 
ments. Your hearts have been bound together by a 
tie, the strength and tenderness of which you had nev- 
er realized, till you had been taught it by experience. 
You had formed a thousand plans, in which you were 
mutually interested, and had looked forward with joy- 
ful and sanguine hope to their consummation. But 
the experience of a few months, or years perhaps, has 
proved all this a delusion. A most disastrous change 
in the very morning of domestic life, has broken up all 
your plans, and disappointed all your hopes. If you 
are a husband, you may have seen your wife sink into 
the grave, and leave you in solitude and grief; or if 
you are a wife, you may have watched around the dy- 
ing bed of your husband, may have wiped from his 
face the cold damps of death, may have received his 
last look, or heard him faulter out his last expression 
of tenderness on this side of eternity ; and you may 
be left with a little group of helpless orphans, in whom 
you can trace the image of their departed father, and 
whose happiness and usefulness in life, under God. 
seemed greatly to depend upon a father’s care. Ob, 





| what a destruction of fond and interesting hopes is 


and he may have thrown off the restraints of a good ed- | 











, | 
here! Wellimay the weeping husband or wife look 
up to God irom such a scene of desolation, and ex. 
claim, ** Thou destroyest the hope of man.” 

You are a father ora mother, and have watched 
ihe little object of your affection with the strongest 


feelings of parental tenderness. It has insensibly en- 
twined itself with all your affections, and p'rposes,and 
hopes. You become interested in its little sports ;—’ 
you look forward to the time when it shall reach the 
maturity of life, and perhaps be the staff of your de. 
cliuing years. It had hardly occurred to you, that. jt 
was a tender shoot, which ore untimely frost might. 
blast forever, But what has experience taught you ?" 
It has proved that all these fond expectations were yj- 
sionary ; and that this blessing, which you valued so 
much, was held by a thread so brittle, that it could 
hardly withstand the pressure of an atom. In an un- 
expected hour, you have seenit falling under the pow-: 
er of disease, and perhaps even before your fears were 
awake, it has been still and lifeless in the arms of 
death. Is not here, too, a destruction of interesting 
hopes? Let the bleeding heart of the mother, and the 
agonized bosom of the father, return and answer. 

One reflection, which is very obviously suggested by 
the preceding remarks, is, that we should learn to re- 
cognise the hand of God in the destruction of our 
hopes. Because sickness, and death, and affiictions, 
for the most part, happen according to a common law 
of providence, we are too much inclined to overlook 
the direction and agency of God altogether. But such 
conduct is totally inconsistent with a right use of af- 
flictions. 

I need not tell the Christian that there is no other 
refuge amidst the dark and disastrous scenes of life. 
but in the providence and faithfulness of God. You 
may well afford to see your worldly plans defeated, 
and your worldly hopes blasied, if you can exercise the 
confidence ofa child in the government of God, and 
can feel an assurance, that you shall know tke rea- 
sons of all his mysterious dispensations at last. 


—n= / so 


ice? We extract the following from the Christian In» 
tellgencer, Portland, Me. 


Beware of Hypocrites, 


It is no less instructive than amusing, to observe the 
pains taken by our orthodox neighbors to prejudice the 
public mind against the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion. Instead of appealing ‘* to the law and the tes- 
timony,” they circulate ridiculous stories, ransack the 
dismal cells of State Prisons, and hunt up old hypo- 
crites and villains, if perchance, they may find one in 
each State, professing universalism. If one such char- 
acter can be found among all the detested scoundrels 
in a State, they clasp him in‘iheir arms, and holding 
him up to public notice, rush forward, raising a loud 
shout of triumph and rejoicing. The truth of these 
observations will appear evident to every candid read-' 
er, after having carefully perused the following story, 
from the ** Concord (NV. H.) Repository,” as copied in- 
to the ** Newburyport Herald.» Some ‘ pious man,” 
probably the minister of the town, associated with a 
convict in the prison, who, on his death-bed, acknowl- 
edged his hypocrisy in having professed, what he never 
believed: and the account is triumphantly published, 
as though it were an unanswerable refutation of ‘UNI- 
VERSALISM.” 


EXTRACT. 

“A convict at the State Prison in this town, who 
was a professed Universalist, but a man of considerable 
discernment, was confined to a sick bed. While thus 
situated, a pious man was led to converse with him on 
religious subjects and to inquire into the nature of his 
hope. He expressed on this occasion a firm belie! i 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, and unlimited cm 
dence in the mercy and goodness of God. Opportu- 
vities were repeatedly embraced to bring the sul,ect 
to the mind of the sick man, and arguments used 1a 
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1 to shake the ground of his belief—he constantly 
asserted his firm reliance on divine mercy, and his fuil 
belief that all men, on leaving this world, will be he 
ceived into the arme of the Saviour. This confidence 
continued, and this hope appeared to sustain him uu- 
dor all his sufferings, till he was convinced that his 
case was dangerous. and there was little or no prospect 
of his recovery. 


yair 


tunity requested his faithful friend to read and pray 
with him. The friend expressed surprise, and inquir- 
ed—Why this concern? Where is the ground of your 
hope ? What has become of your belief in the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation? With a heart apparently torn 
with grief, and eyes suffused in tears, he exclaimed, 
Oh, it is good for nothing ! It is vanity! A castle built 
in the air, and presenting no foundation on which to 
rest the soul ina trying hour! Did you ever believe 
in the doctrine of Universal Salvation? J must be can- 
did now, was the reply—I never did! Amidst all my 
pretensions, ] never had confidence in its truth. It 
may have served at times to stifle my conscience, and 
in scenes of wickedness to quiet my fears, but I never 
hada full belief that such a system would stand the fi- 
nal test. He continued anxious to attend to the bible, 
and to hear the prayers and pious counsel of his friend ; 
but to the last moments of his life deprecated in the 
strongest terms the delusive and fatal error which he 
had formerly attempted to believe. Beware Univer- 
salist, and avoid the pangs which rent the breast of this 
your brother. Before il is too late, renounce the de- 
lusive hope which you now so fondly cherish. Embrace 
the heavenly truths of the gospel, that you be not fi- 
nally cast out where the worm dieth not and the fire 
is not quenched.” 

Having carefully and candidly perused this wonder- 
ful story, we were naturally led to estimate its value, 
admitting its truth; which we do not deny. It ap- 
pears to embrace the following interesting particulars. 

1. As the story was considered to be ‘* a striking 
picture of Universalism,”” we were first led to inquire, 
whether the Convict ever was a Universalist. This 
we find, on retracing the account, was not pretended ; 
put on the contrary, that he confessed on his death- 
ved that he never believed the doctrine. See the fol- 
Did you ever believe in the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation? I must_be candid now, was the re- 
ply—-I NEVER DID!! Amidst all my pretensions, ! 
never had confidence in its truth.’? Now this language 
is explicit and we know the prisoner never was a Uni- 
versalist. Al] his pretentions to a belief in that doc- 
‘rine were hypocritical. And we should ever remem- 
ber that as the hypocrite never did believe Universalism, 
it could not have been the cause of his being in the 
State Prison, unless his disbelieving it, made it influ- 
ential ever his conduct; and if that were the case, 
what kept his pious associate out of the same confine- 
meut? for he also disbelieved the doctrine. 

2. As the Convict is held forth as a pattern worthy 


owing ews 


of imitation, for having ‘* boldly deprecated”? what | 


“he never believed,” we were desirous of ascertaining, 
Whether he met with any essential change of senti- 
ment. And to our surprise, on reading the story a sec- 
ond time, we find nosuch pretension. There is no in- 
timation but that he had ever been, at heart, as ortho- 
dox as'his pious friend; but had hypocritically profes- 
sed a belief in Universalism. Being on a death-bed, 
he threw aside the mask of dissimulation, and appeared 
as he really was; a believer in orthodoxy. To be 
sure, “he continued anxious to attend to the bible, 
and to hear the prayers & pious couusel of his friend; but 
tothe last moment debrecated the delusive and fatal 
error which he had formerly attempied to believe.”— 
But this is no more than all such pious people would 
do, in alike case, when constrained to confess them- 
selves hypocrites, in having professed, what they never 
believed. As it is a sine qua non with Calvinists, that 
a4 man shall renounce all confidence in Universalism, 
to be considered as one of the elect, the Convict, it 
a ‘heir conditions of salvation,ac- 


appears, complied with 
ilation, and was fellowship- 


vledged 


, 
1 


his past dissimi 
DY ris px is fric nds. 


most evident that, the 
been totally 


t . . 
P y + - 
7M ine iorevoine. if 


Pb above story, must pave 


He then began to exhibit marks of 
trouble and anxiety, and at the first convenient oppor- | 
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blind or extremely hypocritical, in setting it forth as a 
picture of Universalism, and cailing the Convict the 
‘brother of Universalists,) when there are but two 
characters pourtrayed in the picture ; and these are, 
a pious Calvinist and a hypocritical Convict, neither of 
whom, ever believed in Universal Salvation. It has 
; bOthing to do with Universalism, but to show that, such 





| characters ** deprecate it asa delusive and fatal error.” 
The story relates primarily to orthodoxy and hypocri- 
sy. We might with equal propriety attempt to give a 
picture of the dangerious effects of Calvinism, and cite 
an instance, in which a villain, who had always pro- 
fessed that doctrine, was heard to declare on his death- 
bed, that he never believed in Calvinism, in his life.- 
Should we thus commit ourselves, we should be con- 
sidered pitiably weak, or contemptibly wicked. 

IV. We are under obligations of gratitude’ to the 
editor and publisher of the ** Concord Repository,” for 
the assistance they have rendered us, in making pro- 
ble calculations on the professors of universalism. If 
they are detected in great crimes, as is sometimes the 
case, we may presume they are of the same stamp with 
the above described convict. Were they called toa 
death-bed, they would confess their dissimulation, and 
acknowledge they never did believe in universal salva- 
tion. The story agrees very well with the observa- 
tions we have made on professors of the doctrine, for 
we have always found those who were less virtuous, 
to be less sincere and hearty in the profession of uni- 
versalism ; while the more upright and exemplary,are 
unwavering in their faith, tranquil and triumphant in 
the hour of death. 

V. We lament that, in the publication of the above 
relation, the writer should have been so unhappy in 
making his application. So far from applying it to U- 
niversalists, of whom no description is given, he ought 
to have addressed himselfto all his brethren in the faith 
of ** the heavenly truths” of partial election, uncon- 
ditional reprobation and eternal misery, for the glory 
of God and the good of the universe ; and exhorted 
them not to profess universalism, whén they were a- 
| bout to commit a crime which would expose them to 
the State Prison ; lest they should, like their friend 
of similar faith, be compelled to acknowledge them- 
selves hypocrites, as well as villians, and that they 
never did believe in universal salvation. We think 
the account in the Repository would have appeared 
quite as well, if a word had been said to such orthodox 
dissemblers, on the impropriety of indulging in crimes 
whose penalty is imprisonment in those dismal cells. 
It must have been far more consistent for the writer. to 
caution his own brethren against such iniquity and dis- 
simmulation, than to attempt to influence real univer- 
salitsts to renounce a doctrine in which they deal just- 
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God, and to 
embrace one which would probably conduct them to 
the viilian’s home, the State Prison. Should the pious 
minister of Concord, or any other man of like temper- 
ate habits, make another discovery, equally honoura- 
ble to universalists, and just to their Calvinist oppo- 
sers, we solicit the editor of the Repository to publish 
it without delay, as a terror to hypocrites,and a praise 
to those who profess what they soberly believe. 


» 


(t= Mr. James Fenn, of Schenectady, N. Y. former- 
ly a Baptist preacher in England, but now a believ- 


er in Universal Salvation, reasons as follows, on 


The Attributes of Deity. 


All will admit that the Being who created a} things, 
and governs all things, must be infinitely wise, power- 
ful and good; that all his other attributes harmonize 
with and centre in these. His wisdom planned ail 
things, his power brought all things into being, his 
love and goodness direct all things ; nothing, there- 
t what must harmonize with these 





fore, can exist, bu 
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attributes of Deity. Of course all discord, sin and 
misery must come to an end, that God’s wisdom, pow- 
er and goodness may harmonize in all his works, and 
prove God to be infinitely wise and good to all his 
creatures. Should any of God's creatures be eternal- 
ly miserable, it would show a want of wisdom in the 
Creator not to foresee it, or, if foreseen, a want of love 
not to prevent it, ora want of power or will to make 
his creatures happy. We may rest assured, God is in- 
finitely perfect in all his attributes and in all his works, 
and of course he will seek the happiness of all his 
creatures ; nor will he suffer everlasting misery and 
discord to remain in any part of his vast empire ; but, 
on the contrary, Holiness, harmony, and love will pere 
vade all the creation of God ; in this will be displayed 
the infinite wisdom, power, and love of Almighty God 
to all his works ; all his creatures wilt be brought to 
see the harmony of their Maker’s attributes in their 
own eternal happiness ; all will be united to God,and 
will glorify him without end. That this will be the 
final result of God’s government, his infinite wisdom 
and goodness must fully prove ; for if God is infinitely 
good, which none dare to deny, he cannot consistently 
with himself, create beings that would experience 
more misery than happiness. 2dly. If God is infinite- 
ly good, his goodness must be commensurate with his 
power and knowledge, then all beings that his power 
has produced, must be the objects of his care and guod- 
ness. ‘To prove any being destitute of that goodness, 
would prove the knowledge of God did not extend to 
that being. S3dly. There is as much propriety in say- 
ing that God is infinite in power, but did not create all 
things, as there is in saying God is infinite in goodness, 
yet but a part of his creatures will ever partake of it 

4thly. Ifthe Almighty possesses power sufficient to 
make all his creatures happy, and yet has no mind 
that they should be happy, then it could not be an ac‘ 
of goodness in God to create them, but an act of cruel- 
ty. The opposers of universal salvation are brought 
to this point, either to say, that God would have saved 
all men, but could not ; or, that he could have saved 
them, and would not ; the conclusion, therefore, from 
this must be, that the power or the goodness of God 
must fail, or that allmen will be saved. But, to be 
more particular, let us attend to what the holy scrip- 
ture says on this subject of divine goodness to man, es- 
pecially as it relates to the attributes of love and good- 
ness in the Almighty. 

We are told by the inspired apostle, St. John, that 
God is love, not that he possesses a degree of love that 
leads him to act towards some of his creatures with 
kindness and to others the reverse of it, or, to some of 
his creatures to be kind at one time and unkind at 
another, but that God is love, love in the abstract, his 
very nature is love. John says, He that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth in God, and God in him, for God is love, 
perfect love, unchangeable love, eternal love. That 
the love of God is thus perfect, | presume none wil! 
deny, or even call it in question. If the love of God 
be thus perfect, it cannot be partial in its object, or 
changeable in its nature ; | conclude, therefore, if God 
loved man when he first made him, and pronounced 
him to be very good, he must always love him—at ali 
times, and under all circumstances, and of course can 
never icave him in endless misery and despair, but will 
do all that is consistent with his own nature to make 
man finally happy. God’s conduct towards man be- 
gan in love—it progressed in Jove—it will continue in 
in love to all eternity. It may well be said, the Lord 
delighteth in mercy ; that his tender mercies are over 
all his works ; that he doth not afflict the children of 
men willingly, but for their profit, that they may be 
partakers of his holiness ; that he retaineth net his an- 
cer forever because he delighteth in mercy. Thus we 
see God’s nature is love ; love governs his conduct to- 
wards all his creatures, at all times ; nor can he, not 
wil! he act on any other principle than that of periect love 
to ail-his creatures ; nor is it possible that an infinitely) 
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wise, powerful and good God can act otherwise ; his 
yature leads him to pursue the greatest possible good ; 
this will finally end in the restoration of all things, and 
the endless happiness of all intelligent nature. This 
miist be the great object divine love had ia view, in 
creation, in his providence,and in redemption ; for a be- 
ing of infinite power, wisdom, & love, can have nothing 
less in view than the final happiness of all his creatures. 

The idea of eternal punishment for sin, or eternal 
damnation, is as inconsistent with the nature of God 
as it is with common sense, and the happiness of man- 
kind ; it is adoctrine dishonourable to God, discour- 
uging to man, anda contradiction to the divine at- 
tributes; for infinite goodness and endless wrath can 
no more.exist together, than light and darkness, or 
fre and water. The self-cxistent and eternal God, 
who is infinite in power, wisdom and goodness ; ** who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will, 
sho retaineth not his anger forever, because he de- 
iteth in mercy,” can never bring into existence and 
) 


lig] 
support in deing, endless misery, a thing so opposed t 
his nature, and the greatest good of his creatures. 
But a further proof of God’s love, and that he has no 
niind to make man miserable, is seen in his wise and 
gracious scheme of redemption by Jesus Christ, which 
redemption embraces the whole human family and the 
reconciliation of all things to God. Col. i. 19, 20.— 
If God appointed his Son to ransom all the race of 
man, as, Heb. ii. 9. 1 Tim. ii. 6. If Christ is to re- 
concile all things to God, Col.i.19. If there is a time 
appointed for the restoration of all things, Acts iii. 21, 
then there will be no such thing as endless misery for 
any of God’s creatures, but harmony, peace and joy 
will pervade the whole universe of God. This glo- 
rious scheme of redemption, of restoring all men to hap- 
piness is the most wonderful display of the wisdom, 
power and love of God, that can possibly be thought 
of. This glorious attribute of divine goodness governs 
the Almighty in his conduct to all his creatures, at all 
times ; nor can he, nor will he act on ¢ny other prin- 
viple than that of perfect goodness to any of his crea- 
tures, cither in the present er a future state. What- 
ever afflictions or sufferings God sends upon bis crea- 
tures, are acts of mercy for their good nor is it possi- 
ble that a wise and good God can act otherwise, for 
his nature must lead him to pursue the greatest possi- 
ble good. Surely this must afford every generous 
heart, unspeakable pleasure, to view the extent of 
God’s mercy in the final happiness of all; nor can such 
feel a wish that this doctrine should not be true; a 
doctrine, on which depends, in some measure, the hon- 
or of God, and the happiness of a large portion of the 
human race. We further read in the yospel of St. 


John, iii. 35, “*the Father loveth the Son and hath 
given all things into his hands ;” and chap. xiii. 3— 


Jesus ** knew the Father had given all things into his 
hands ;” that ** he came from God and went to God.” 
This favourite ofthe Father says, John vi. 37, 39— 
‘* All that the father giveth me shall come to me ;— 
and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out, 
for I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will. 
but the will of him that sent me ; and this is the Fath- 
er’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day.”? That is, at the last day the 
Mediator shall restore ‘all things tothe Father. 
Acts iii. 21. The Son 
says to the Fath« thou hast given him power over 
all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou has given him.” 


See 
Bph. i. 1% and Joha xvii. 2. 
A. 
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Thus we see the Father has 
given all things to the Son, that the Son will raise 
them all up at the last day, and will give them eternal 
lite. ‘hus * was God in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their tres 
2 Cor. v. 19. “ For it pleased the Father, that in him 
should all fullness dwell, and } 
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‘things in earth, or things in heaven.” Col. i 
i Thus teaches the word of God; this is the doctrine for 
‘which I plead; this is the gospel Christ commanded to 
be preached to every crealure in all the world, Mark xvi. 
16. This plan of redemption that centers in the hap- 
piness of all men, proclaims the infivite wisdom and 
love of God to all intelligent nature, and will end in 
the everlasting glory of the great Jchovah. 


eee () Oo 


Alarming Intelligence. 


Unless a special effort is made, and immediately, 
says the last Recorder, the Directors of the American 
Education Society will not be able to make the usual 
grant to the beneficaries in October; and, from a com- 
| parative statement of the receipts, it appears, that the 

money received by the treasurer during the first seven 
j months of the present year, is not so much as that re- 
‘ceived in the same months last year, by 3554 dollars 
and that the receipts are less by 6156 dollars, than 
those in the same seven months of 1819. This alarm- 
ing fact, produces a Joud call on the friends of the so- 
| ciety, to come forward and throw a few of their rusty 
dollars into the hands of the treasurer. ‘* Benevolent 
| females,” are also called upon to make their pastors 
| life members. 
‘lent missionary-makers know will always respond to 
the slightest touch. It may be safely inferred from tle 
great importunity expressed in the Recorder, and the 
falling off in the receipts of the society, that there is 





i 
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! great danger that some of the pious voung beneficaries 
| will be obliged to return to some creditable and honest 
employment, or starve. Melancholy prospect! 


New-Lngland Galury. 
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SCENE, IN A VALLEY ALONG THE BANKS 
OF GREEN RIVER. 
; and misty clouds 
Descend upon the vale, 
And hang incumbent o’er the floods, 
That murmur in the gale. 


Now evening comes 


O’er this same spot, an artless child, 
How often have I stray’d; 

Gaz’d on the neighboring mountains wild, 
Or slept beneath the shade, 


At early morn, or shining noon, 
Or while the pensive night 

Led on the clear and full-orb’d Moon 
Through heay’n’s 


eternal height. 


Come, REcoLLEcTIoN, bring the scene 
Once more, to-cheat my view ; 
Recall those days and hours serene, 
And all their joys renew. 


I sce them smile in every shade, 
And circumjacent bow’r,— 
Scenes, where my early childhood stray‘d, 
Oft at this self-same hour. 


O, there my lost companions sport,— 
Congenial spirits, hail! 

Once more we meet, once more resort 
To this sequester’d dale. : 


What lengths of time have interven’d, 
Since all our childish band 
sported on this shaded green, 

Or o’er yon pebbled strand ! 


Has 


How long have separating lines 
Debarr’d our free access ; 
While some have gone to distant cli 





! 


mes,— 


‘ he western wilderness ; 


This is the string which these benevro- | 








And some have fall’n, an early prey, pik 
In death’s impervious shade, 
Like dying flow’rs, at rising day, 
With half their charms display'd. 


| 


And here J trace the wand’ ring way, 


af 


; 
ve 





y devious life has run ; 

! Where Folly taught my feet to strav. 
Or Prudence, what to shan, ' 

Almighty Fat *twas thy hand 
Unseen protected me; 

Oit from the snares of Vice restrain’d, 
From Dangers oft did free. 


hor 
ner, 


Then, when deep gloom my fortune shroud. 
Let me thy goodness own; 

Alike beneficent, when clouds 
Or smiles surround thy throne. 


But night has spread her ample vei! 
Yon cottage-fires decrease ; 
Adieu, thou dear, enchanting dale,- 
Adicu, ye scenes of bliss. 
Sept. 1814. 


—<—> 5° oo. 





From the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 





* ‘They (the redeemed) look down and see th 


€ 
own dearest kindred in hell, under all the bitter ugonies 


They 
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of death, and they staud wamored at the sieht. 


maintain perfect calmness, and undisfurbed Jey. 


REV. JOSHUA SPALDING. 


O say, can sainted spirits look 


Down from their eclorious star-set thrones. 


Joyous upon the lost; and brook, 
, 


smiling, the damu’d soul's piercing groans 7— 
Look on the once loy'd spirit here, 

And feel no anxiens wish to suatch it thence. 
F’en ifa prayer could interfere, 


And raise it to their eminence ? 


If it be so, then let me die, 
And never reach that high abode 
Of cruel bliss, above the sky, 
Where man approximates to God. 
If it be so, then let me fall 
In the wild night of hell’s despair ; 
And drink the wormwood and the gail, 


Ss 


And flame, for ever mingling there. 


If it be so, when from this dream 
My soul wakes in eternity, 
O let it sink there where no gleam 
Of light breaks on that shoreless sea: 
For, rather than that change should be, 
Who would not sooner writhe with them, 
In that immortal agony, 
Than thus wear heaven’s deadem! 


If it be so—but O, Most High, 
Rebeilious as it is, forgive 
The thought, that would pollnte the sky, 
With spots too black in hell to live. 

Forgive, and make the dark-one see, 
Pity which reaches them that dweil 
Beneath heaven’s wide-spread canopy, 

Can reach unto the lowest hell. 





MARION. 
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MARRIED, 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Jerahmee! 
|B. Currier to Mrs. Nancy Clark. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Perley Holmes, of this 
city, to Miss Ruth Corvill, formerly of Thomson, Con- 

DIED, 

In this city, Joseph Warven, aged 6 -months, only 
‘child of Mr. J. Goddard. Widow Lydia Taylor, aged 
47. if Lear, aged 19; daughter 


. 


Miss Eunice Greenle 


'of the late Mr. John L. 














